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himself in office all the rest of his life.1 The new
cabinet had by no means a compact majority in Parlia-
ment, and more than once it was defeated on a vote in
the Chamber, but owing to the weakness of its adver-
saries, and a fear on the part of the Left that if it were
overthrown the next cabinet would be formed from
the Right, it managed to preserve its existence for
eighteen months.

At last the opportunity for which Depretis had been
waiting arrived. Cairoli was Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs, and in May, 1881, the indignation produced by the
French annexation of Tunis compelled him to resign.
Depretis then became President of the Council, and
held the place without a break until his death on July

27,1887. This does not mean that the same
cabmets of ministers remained in office all that time. On

the contrary, Depretis had no less than five
separate cabinets, for instead of retiring from office
and leading an opposition when his government was
defeated in the Chamber, he made what was called a
Rimpa&to ; that is, he dropped those of his colleagues
who, by giving offense or making themselves unpopular,
had become a drag upon him, and replaced them by
new men. Nor did he confine himself in the choice of
ministers to the members of one party, but finding that
the country was getting over its dislike of the Right,
which was gaining in strength at the expense of the
Left, he made a coalition with it in May, 1883, and
admitted one of its members to the cabinet. This
change of front, called the Transformismo, involved a

1 The Leisure Hour for 1891  (pp. 160, 235)  gives an interesting
description of the recent Italian leaders.